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CLAIMS 




An interactive media services client device for presenting information received from 
a programmable media services server device to a user, said cljent device 
comprising: 

memory for storing data; and 
visual setting data stored in said memory, whereiri a plurality of applications 
use said visual setting data to determine a visual aspect of an item 
presented to the user. 



The client device of claim 1, wherein the visu^f setting data pertains to at least one 

item selected from a {/roup consisting of: 

a first headingVportion \n jpadndowf a second heading portion in a window, a 
bottorm©ortioion a window, a title that is highlighted in a grid or list 
that is in^pcus( a title thm is not highlighted and that is in grid or list 
that is in foqus, a title^nat is part of a list or grid that is not in focus, a 
heading portioi^of^n information barker, a bottom portion of an 
informationJ^arcenf a center portion of an information barker, a title 
for which a VCIytimer is set, a title for which a reminder timer is set, 
a banner for displaying a mute symbol, a banner for displaying a 
volume symbcfl, navigation icons, a heading portion in a PIN entry 
window, a bottom portion in a PIN entry window, and a center 
portion in arPIN entry window. 

The client device of clapn 1 , wherein the visual setting data is configured based on 
user input. 



The client device of claim 1, wherein the visual setting data is configured based on 
input from a headend system operator. 
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5. The client device of claim 1, wherein the visual setting data pertam/to at least one 
visual characteristic selected from a group consisting of: 

font type, font size, font style, foreground color, backgroiJhd color, window 
edge type, window edge color, window edge thickness, window edge 
continuity, window transition, and window texpre. 

6. The client device of claim 1, wherein the item is displayed /ia a television. 

7. A programmable media services sewer device for providing media information to a 
user via an interactive media services {client device, saicy server device comprising: 

memory for storing/aata; and 
visual setting dam stored in said/ifremoiV, wherein a plurality of applications 

use saidMsual\ettii}jgdata to dejerm^ne a visual aspect of an item 

presented to the t^sgr. 

8. The server device of claim 7, wherenj th^visual ^setting data is configured based on 
user input. 

9. The server device of claim 7, wherein the visual setting data is configured based on 
input from a headend system operator. 



10. The server device of claim 7, wherein thi visual setting data pertains to at least one 
item selected from a group consisting of: 

a first heading portion in a window, a second heading portion in a window, a 
bottom portion in a window, a title that is highlighted in a grid or list 
that is in focus, a title that is not highlighted and that is in grid or list 
that is in focus, a title that is part of a list or grid that is not in focus, a 
heading portion of kn information barker, a bottom portion of an 
information barker, a center portion of an information barker, a title 
for which a VCR? timer is set, a title for which a reminder timer is set, 
a banner for displaying a mute symbol, a banner for displaying a 
volume symbrn, navigation icons, a heading portion in a PIN entry 
window, a bottom portion in a PIN entry window, and a center 
portion in a FIN entry window. 
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1 1 . The server device of claim 7, 
visual characteristic selecte 
font type, font size, 

edge type, windo 
continuity, window] 




visual setting data pertains to at least one 
ing of: 

d color, background color, window 
6r, window edge thickness, window edge 
ition, and window texture. 



12. The server device of claim 7, wherein the item is displayed via a television. 
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13. An interactive media services client device for presenting information received from 
a programmable media services server device to a user, said cli/nt device 
comprising: 

means for storing information; and 
coloring information stored by said means for storing information, wherein a 

plurality of applications use said visual setting data to determine a 

visual aspect of an item presented to the liser. 

14. The client device of claim 13, wherein the visual setting data pertains to at least one 
item selected from a group consisting of: 

a first heading portion in a window, a second heading portion in a window, a 
bottom portion in a'winaow, a title/hat is highlighted in a grid or list 
that is in focus, & title that i^iothaghlighted and that is in grid or list 
that is in focu/ aVtle tMt is part of a list or grid that is not in focus, a 
heading port/on of ^information barker, a bottom portion of an 
information barker, a Renter jprtion of an information barker, a title 
for which a VCR timer is^ef, a title for which a reminder timer is set, 
a banner for displaying a mute symbol, a banner for displaying a 
volume symbol, navigation icons, a heading portion in a PIN entry 
window, a bottom portion in a PIN entry window, and a center 
portion in a PIN entry window. 

15. The client device of claim 13, wherein the visual setting data pertains to at least one 
visual characteristic selected from a group consisting of: 

font type, font size, font style, foreground color, background color, window 
edge type, window edge color, window edge thickness, window edge 
continuity, window transition, and window texture. 

16. The client device of claim 1/, wherein the item is displayed via a television. 
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17. A programmable media services server device for providing m^ldia information to a 
user via an interactive media services client device, said servgr device comprising: 

means for storing information; and 
coloring information stored by said means for storing information, wherein a 

plurality of applications use said visual setting data to determine a 

visual aspect of an item presented to thf user. 

18. The server device of claim 17, wherein the visual setting data pertains to at least one 
item selected from a group consisting of: 

a first heading portion in a window, a second heading portion in a window, a 
bottom portion in a window, a title that is highlighted in a grid or list 
that is in fQG«s, a title that is notmighlighted and that is in grid or list 
that is ijaf focus, a title that is part of a list or grid that is not in focus, a 
heading portion Jof^rfTin^maTion barker, a bottom portion of an 
infoimatWi baij^er, a center iportion of an information barker, a title 
forfwhich a t^CR timer is/^et, a title for which a reminder timer is set, 
a b&iner for displaying sf/nute symbol, a banner for displaying a 
volume symbol, navigation icons, a heading portion in a PIN entry 
window, a bottom portion in a PIN entry window, and a center 
portion in a PIN entry window. 



19. The server device of claim 17, wWerein the visual setting data pertains to at least one 
visual characteristic selected from a group consisting of: 

font type, font size, font' style, foreground color, background color, window 
edge type, window edge color, window edge thickness, window edge 
continuity, window transition, and window texture. 



20. The server device of claim/17, wherein the item is displayed via a television. 



21. A method for providing information received by an interactive media services client 
device from a programmable media services server device, said method comprising: 
storing visual setting data in memory; and 

providing a plu/ality of applications with said visual setting data , wherein 

said visual setting data is used to determine a visual aspect of an item 
preserved to a user. 
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22. The method of claim 21, wherein the visual setting data pertains toyat least one item 
selected from a group consisting of: 

a first heading portion in a window, a second heading n6rtion in a window, a 
bottom portion in a window, a title that is highlighted in a grid or list 
that is in focus, a title that is not highlighted and that is in grid or list 
that is in focus, a title that is part of a lister grid that is not in focus, a 
heading portion of an information barker, a bottom portion of an 
information barker, a center portioryof an information barker, a title 
for which a VCR timer rs set, a titfe for which a reminder timer is set, 
a banner for dismaying ifrfute Symbol, a banner for displaying a 
volume symbo/, navrawion icons, a heading portion in a PIN entry 
window, a bottom portion i^Pa PIN entry window, and a center 
portion in a PIN entry ytfnaow. 



23. The method of claim 21, wherein th^isual setting data pertains to at least one 
visual characteristic selected from / group consisting of: 

font type, font size, font style, foreground color, background color, window 
edge type, window edge color, window edge thickness, window edge 
continuity, winnow transition, and window texture. 

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the item is displayed via a television. 
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